San José, Costa Rica, June 30, 2009

Mrs. Nhury Gutiérrez, Chairman

OAS Liaison Committee

Dear Mrs. Gutiérrez:

We are herein presenting the report of the attendance of the undersigned Beatriz Sepe and Dinorah Obando at the THIRTY-NINTH GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES held in San Pedro Sula, Honduras, on May 31st to June 4th of this year.

We happily accepted to represent our Movement responsibly at such an important hemispheric meeting.  For this purpose, Beatriz made the respective application for our participation expenses, same which were authorized for Beatriz; however, Dinorah stayed at the same hotel with Beatriz, who cancelled her reservation.

The Assembly has two large components, the meetings with the civil societies and the meeting with the representatives of the States. A very consensual agenda is prepared in advance in order to facilitate the participation of the attendees, which usually is numerous. 

At this phase of the regular meeting of the Assembly General, more than 200 duly accredited representatives of Civil Societies participated, among which is the Alliance of Pan American Round Tables.  There are also representatives of the private sector, workers, women’s groups, youth, transsexuals, gay groups, etc.  The meetings consisted of enriching dialogue dealing with the 4 priority areas of the OAS, to-wit, democracy, human rights, multidimensional security and integral development, independent of the basic theme of the meeting of no violence.

On May 31st, and following the precedent of the previous meeting of 2007 in Panamá, OAS Secretary General Mr. José Miguel Insulza and the representatives of the civil society organizations moderated by Dr. Irene Klinger, Director of the OAS Department of International Affairs, held an informal meeting where ideas were exchanged regarding the participation of our representatives at this forum.  The objective of these conversations was “… to offer opportunities to the civil society representatives to dialogue directly with the OAS Secretary General and offer comments regarding the work that the OAS carries out related to the theme of the Assembly General, ‘FOR A CULTURE OF NO VIOLENCE’ .” 

As a civil society organization, we are pleased that in the OAS, according to what Dr. Klinger stated, the civil society is considered a fundamental participant to achieve the goals of the inter-American agenda, and these types of meetings/talks offer an excellent opportunity to reflect on our participation in these activities and to walk together in our ideals for a better future for our continent.  It is an opportunity to present before the OAS the subject or subjects that interest our organization to be included in the inter-American agenda.

It bears mentioning that at this Assembly was celebrated the 10 years of the adoption of resolution CP/RES. 759 (1217/99 “Guidelines for the participation of the civil society in the OAS activities”, which regulated and established the participation of the civil society organizations in the OAS.  It was pointed out that during this period the civil society has contributed to strengthen democracy and transparency, improve the conditions of the vulnerable groups, protect the persons with disabilities and promote respect for persons of different sexual persuasions among others. 

We must emphasize the statements of Mr. Insulza in the sense that we must have a continuous and sustained dialogue with the OAS, as well as the department chiefs in order to contribute to the diverse subjects of the regional agenda which include: poverty, financial and social development and climate change among others.

We believe that as an organization we must structure a work plan with basic points for our Pan American Movement which we would like to be introduced in the Inter-American agenda, in agreement with our principles of solidarity, friendship, respect, education, etc., to be presented directly to the forum by those attending.

For this full presentation, work is done with other organizations having similar objectives and the presentation is structured.  In our case, we worked with organizations whose objectives are children, adolescents and women.  A very important presentation of the work done was made by Mrs. María Luz Gutiérrez of the Peace and Love Foundation with headquarters in Costa Rica.  The presentation must have a very clear and concise base of what is proposed, as well as what is being requested to be included in the agenda.  The importance of this presentation is that it depends on whether it is included in the Inter-American agenda as crux of the work of what we are requesting.

We consider that the Board of Directors must discuss this very important subject and give guidelines to the representatives of our Movement for the next meeting in two years in order to arrive with concrete proposals for the inter-American agenda to represent our Movement.  We are at your disposal for any collaboration in this respect.

Once more, we are grateful for the trust deposited on us to attend such an important endeavor.

Please receive our consideration and esteem.  Cordially,

“Una Para Todas y Todas Para Una”       “One for All and All for One”

DINORAH OBANDO
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