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      SOUTH AMERICAN SUB REGIONAL CIVIL SOCIETY FORUM , FEBRUARY 6 & 7, 2009, IN PREPARATION FOR THE 5TH SUMMIT OF THE AMERICAS – LIMA, PERU

                                 ALLIANCE DELEGATES’S REPORT

The Delegates of the Alliance were:

Helena T.M. Richards.1986-88 Director General and Advisor of the OAS Committee.

Lourdes Calderón de Ojeda, Associate Director

Gloria Doig, President of the PART Peruvian National Association.
The last sub-regional hemispheric Forum, prior to the Fifth Summit of the Americas, took place in Lima, Peru, on February 6th and 7th of 2009. About 150 delegates of civil society organizations (CSOs) participated in the event, which was sponsored by the OAS and was held at the San Martin de Porres University.

Inauguration:

The Forum was inaugurated at 9:45a.m. at a General Assembly, with the following persons seated at the presídium:

Minister David Málaga, Representative of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Perú.
Dr. Raúl Bao García, Dean of the University.

Ambassador Berta Santoscoy, OAS Representative to Peru

Dr. David Morris, Director of the OAS Secretariat

Dr. Irene Klinger, Director of International Affairs at the OAS

Dr. Jorge Sanin, Chief of Civil Society Relations at the OAS

At the conclusion of the Inauguration, the Alliance Delegates exchanged greetings with many of the above mentioned authorities and took pictures that were sent to the electronic committee of the Alliance, for publication. 

CENTRAL THEME OF THE FIFTH SUMMIT OF THE AMERICAS:

The Fifth Summit of the Americas will take place in April 2009 at Trinidad Tobago. Its central theme is: “To ensure our citizens’ future by  promoting human prosperity, energetic security and the well being of the environment. “ 

The Fórum lasted for two days and each day we participated in various work groups. Sometimes, we remained in the same group and other times we participated in different groups, discussing each theme and arriving to important solutions and recommendations.

We also reviewed the proposals that were presented by civil society in the previous Sub Regional Fórum in San Salvador.

Each work group had a moderator and a reporter, who recorded what was said. During each session, the Alliance Delegates presented suggestions, on behalf of the Alliance of PART, thus contributing to the success of civil society’s goal in favor of  all our citizens. At the end of each group session we met at the general Assembly room in order to Exchange input and conclusions. We also listened to viewpoints from many other delegates.

For example, we heard from organizations devoted to the causes of  handicapped persons, black people, indigenous population, gays, etc. There was also some input from jurists and other professional groups. 

The final recommendations are too many to be mentioned in this report. However, you can find them in the following website:  www.civil-society.oas.org   Indeed, we covered all aspects of the central theme and we elected the delegate that will present these proposals to the representatives of each country at the Fifth Summit. The delegate will be Cecilia Ramirez Rivas, from the Center for the Development of Black Peruvian Women.    

We are glad to have participated in such a productive experience and we are particularly proud of the place granted to the Alliance of PART within the core of civil society organizations. We came prepared and left behind a list of proposals which were handed to the appropriate authority. Hopefully, they will be taken into consideration at the Summit.  
Not everything was hard work, since we did enjoy time for casual conversation with other delegates during lunches and breaks. In fact, we exchanged written material about the organizations we represented and we learned about each other’s activities. We also were able to chat with Dr. Irene Klinger and invited her to be our guest Speaker at the International University of Florida in Miami, next June. Of course, we were requested to do so, by our Alliance Director General and by Angela Harper, organizer of the event.  The invitation was graciously accepted. 

Our deepest appreciation to Nhury Gutierrez Vilchez, Chairperson of the Alliance-OAS Liaison Committee, for having given us the opportunity to represent the Alliance at this important Sub Regional Forum. We wish her and our Director General, a successful participation at the Fifth Summit of the Americas.    
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