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Women’s Leadership for a Citizen’s Democracy

Marlene Romano and Vanny Marrero attended the Hemispheric Forum on “Women’s Leadership for a Citizen’s Democracy” on April 4 to 6, 2001, at the headquarters of the Organization of American States (OAS) in Washington, D.C.


The purpose of the Forum was to place women’s voices, visions, and rights at the center of political reform, democratization, and state modernization process.  The OAS has initiated a dialogue with the aim of enhancing understanding of the implications of a citizen’s democracy for the rights and interests of women and their diversity.


The Forum had the following objectives:

A. Bring women’s visions, experiences, and aspirations to the construction of citizen’s democracy.

B. Strengthen the understanding of the current challenges that democratic systems in order to guarantee the exercise of a substantive citizenship of women.

The objectives were met during the three-day session which was very well attended by representatives from civil societies and governmental representatives of several countries of Latin American, the Caribbean, and the United States.
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