[image: image1.jpg]g



                                               Alianza de Mesas Redondas Panamericanas               
                                        Alliance of Pan American Round Tables

                                       Sociedad Civil Registrada por la OEA/ Registered Civil Society of the OAS

                                  www.alianzamrp.org
                                                                          beatrizsepe10@gmail.com 

                                    Beatriz Sepe de González
                                                                               Liaison with the OAS Committee Chairman
Historical Synthesis of the OAS emergence                                                                     April 14, 2011 Costa Rica

The leaders that in the continent stood out by their independence and Pan American unity thoughts were deeply influenced by the French Revolutionary ideas and the independence events of the North American colonies.                                                                                They seeded in the continent the independence feeling.  

A sort of Pan American Association was born with the emancipation of the Spanish and Portuguese colonies around the first quarter of the XIX century. 

Simón Bolívar sensed that the greatest risk that the new nations were facing was their disunity, reason why he advocated the creation of a federation for all with a supranational structure.  

In 1815, in the Charter of Jamaica, the idea of uniting all South América, from Argentina, Chile to México was discussed.

The European monarchs feared the end of their dominion in the Américas. Spain and their European sisters planned a move to attract South America under their dominion once again. 
In 1823, at the north, the President of the United States, James Monroe, proclaimed the Monroe Doctrine that sustains the unity of political, economic and cultural interests and defensive of the American countries. This fact ended with the European Threat; all the American Nations were united to defend their freedom. 

 In 1826, General Simón Bolívar had already given their independence to Venezuela, Colombia and Ecuador and joined in the battle of Perú, with General José San Martín, Liberator of Argentina, Chile and Perú.                                                                                 Both heroes, heroic militaries, shared the ideals of a young free América, fraternally united and economically consolidated for the well-being of their people. They, “without egoism nor hate that tarnishes the soul, separated us from Spain and gave the farewell“.

1826 Confederation of Latin American Nations. Bolívar tried to specify this creation inviting for the first time the newly created republics to join them. It was held in Panamá without success. The United States, despite certain initial doubts, lost interest in the participation of the Bolivarian project of this Hispanic American Confederation.    

In 1889, from October 2nd 1889 to April 19, 1890, the First International American Conference took place in Washington, “with the purpose of discussing and recommend the respective Governments, the adoption of an arbitration plan for the adjustment of disagreements and issues that can arise between them in the future; to discuss subjects related with the commercial traffic increase and direct mass media between these countries; to promote reciprocal commercial relations that can be beneficial to all and to assure broader markets for the products of each one of the referred countries”.

In 1910, this First International American Conference became the Pan American Union. 

In 1916, President Wilson makes a declaration guaranteeing the political independence of the American States.  
In 1930, April 30, in Bogotá,  it was declared as the “Pan American Day”, in order to celebrate the union of all countries.  

In 1931, the “Day of the Americas” was celebrated for the first time throughout the American Continent; April 14 was elected because in that date, in 1890, the Union of the American Republics and its permanent secretariat, the Commercial Office of the American Republics were created, through a resolution of the First International American Conference (celebrated in Washington, D.C., between October,1889 and April,1890), they gave way to the Pan American Union and finally to the current Organization of the American States (OAS) in 1948.
In 1948, alter World War II, President Franklin D. Roosevelt brought together the 21 Nations of the Pan American Union and were reorganized. This transformation had two stages:                                                                                                                                         In 1948, March 6, First Stage: Act of Chapultepec, structure was reinforced, modifying the Board of Directors and decided that the meeting of the foreign affair ministers (chancellors) be convened each year.                                                                                                                  In 1948, April 30th, Second Stage: with the Charter of Bogota, the old Pan American Union was transformed in the Organization of American States. After being an independent entity, according with the Charter of the United Nations, the Union became a regional organization. It crystallized the creation of the OAS and the ECLAC under the UN. 
In the heat of the constitution of the UN, 21 Latin American States adopted the OAS Charter, to which later Canada and the Caribbean countries were added. 

Participants signed the OAS Charter and the American Declaration of Human Rights, the first International expression of the Human Rights principles. 

The Director General of the Pan American Union, Alberto Lleras Camargo, became the first Secretary General of the OAS. 

Since its founding, the OAS  ratified and actually submitted to the Río de Janeiro Treaty, known as Inter American Treaty of Reciprocal Assistance, signed in 1947 and which stated that any armed aggression committed by a non-American power against an American Republic, will be considered as an aggression against the entire American Continent. 

Time made that the OAS adapt its structure and its actions to the needs that arose. Today, it is a organization that observes, informs, advises, gathers the state members, strengthens mutual cooperation in regard to the democracy values. It is the main multilateral forum of the region for strengthening the democracy, promoting Human Rights and fighting against shared problems such as poverty, terrorism, drugs, violence and corruption.  

In 1995, the Permanent Council increased the participation degree of the NGOs and the Civil Society Organizations (CSOs). 
Important Dates:  
1959 – Creation of the Inter American Commission of Human Rights (IACHR).

1961 – Signing of the Punta del Este Charter, wich launched the Alliance for Progress. Economic and Social support Program of the United States. For Latin America, made between 1961 and 1970.

1969 – Signing of American Convention of Human Rights, which entered into force in 1978. The Convention established the Inter American Court of Human Rights with site in Costa Rica.

1970 – Establishment of the General Assembly as main political organ of the OAS. 

1986 – Creation of the Inter American Drug Abuse Control Commission.   

1991 – Adoption of Resolution 1080, which establishes procedures to react to threats against the democracy in the Hemisphere. 

1994 – First Summit of the Americas, which reaffirmed the role of the OAS in strengthening democracy and established new priorities for the Organization. 
1995 – The Permanent Council increased the participation degree of the NGOs and  the Civil Society Organizations (CSOs). 
1996 – Establishment of the Inter American Council for Integral Development (IACID). 

1997 – Washington Protocol ratification, which gives the OAS the right to suspend a State member whose democratically elected government is overthrown by force. 

1998 – Second Summit of the Americas and creation at the OAS of what is now the Summit of the Americas Department. 

2001 – Third Summit of the Americas. Hemisphere leaders instructed the OAS General Assembly to prepare an Inter American Democratic Charter. This was adopted on September 11, in Lima, Perú.

2002 -  Signing of the Inter American Convention against Terrorism during the OAS Assembly, held in Barbados. (Entered into force in 2003).

2004 – Special Summit of the Americas about governance, social development and equitable economic growth. 

2005 - José Miguel Insulza took over as Secretary General of the OAS and Albert R. Ramdin as Assistant Secretary General.
2005 – Fourth Summit of the Americas. 
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