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 Special Session of the Legal and Political Subjects Commission           

 Access to the Public Information at the OAS Headquaters in Washington, D. C.
 December 13, 2010  

 Simón Bolívar Room 
The persons that attend are OAS Ambassadors, Civil Society Representatives and Panelists invited to lecture. 
Recommendations on Public Information Access contained in the study organized by the International Law Department of the Legal Secretariat.  Lectured:
María del Carmen Palau, Specialist, State Modernization Department and Governance of the OAS. 
Lisa Lui, Lead Counsel, Political Information, Legal Vice-President of the World Bank. 
Laura Neuman, Director of Project: Access to Information and Associate Director of the Americas Program, Carter Center.
Best Practice on Access to Public Information.    Lectured:   
Karina Banfi, Regional Alliance for Freedom, Expression and Information. 
Raúl Ferrada, Director General, Council for Transparency, Chile

Model Law Presentation of the Public Information Access, Deployment Guide and comments of the State Members. Lectured: 

Melanie Anne Pustay, Director of  Public Information of the USA Justice Departament. 
Issa Luna Pla, Researcher, Instituto de Investigaciones Jurídicas, Universidad Nacional Autónoma de México.

Catalina Botero, Reporter for the Freedom of Thought and Expression, Inter American Commission of Human Rights. 
Recommendations on Personal Data protection.    Lectured:
Marc Rotenberg, Executive Director of the Information Center and Privacy Law. 
John Wilson, Chief Legal Officer, International Law Departament.  
Inter American Program on Public Information Access.   Lectured: 

Luis Castro Joo, Minister Counseller, Foreign Minister of  Perú. 
María Marvan Laborde, Commissioner, Federal Institute of Information Access and Data Protection, México.
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Study of Recommendations on Information Access  was presented in accordance with the resolutions and in compliance with the State Members decisions. 
The study is divided in two main parts:  
1) Contains background information establishing the access to the Information as a fundamental right.  -2) Contains recommendations so the Organization of the American States and their State Members can have effective fulfillment of this right. 
Since 1996, the OAS General Assembly dedicates special attention to issues related to the information access and the personal data protection. 
México became the first Latin American country to undertake a comprehensive reform. México approved a new Federal Law on the personal data protection in July 2010. The new Mexican Law regulates personal data processing exclusively by the private sector. In addition, The Federal Institute of the Information Access, who supervised the access of the State Organisms before the approval of the new Law of Personal Data, now has extended faculties to include the supervision of the private sector when it relates to personal data. Although the new law, paradoxically, does not apply to personal data processed by State Organisms. 
The European Council recognizes the right to privacy as a fundamental human right. 
In the United States, the Right to Privacy, unlike the European approach, protects only against the intrusion of the Federal Government into the individual´s private matters. 
The personal data should be processed with legitimacy and justice. 
It is important that the processing of the personal data is transparent. Transparency in the processing of personal data is especially important if the person has the option to establish a relationship with the data controller.  

Advances in computer technology, medicine and biotechnology led to a marked increase in the processing of the personal data in various economic and social activities. Also, the progress of the technology of the information makes it relatively easy to process and exchange the data across international boundaries.  Therefore, the challenge is to protect the rights and fundamental freedom, especially the right to privacy and the right to the information access and the electronic commerce. 
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