HEMISPHERICAL COMMEMORATION OF THE 10th ANNIVERSARY OF THE INTER-AMERICAN DEMOCRATIC LETTER. Renovation of the Americas Commitment with Democracy. Valparaíso, September 3 and 4,  2011. National Congress of Chile.

Saturday September 3rd. The Opening program started with Mr. Albert Randim, Associate General Secretary, who read the General Secretary’s speech, who could not attend this ceremony, and the speech of Mr. Sebastian Piñera, President of the Republic of Chile.   

This was followed by the first Round Table with the subject “Democracy in the Americas: The Challenge of Social Inclusion” with the introduction of Mr. César Gaviria, former President of Colombia and former General Secretary of the OAS.

The second Round Table “The Future of Democracy in the Americas: Their Protection and Reinforcement”.  The introduction was presented by Mr. Diego García-Sayán  President of the Inter-American Court of Human Rights. 
On Sunday, September 4th, Secretary General José Miguel Insulza outlined three aspects related to the application of the Letter (Charter) that should be improved: 
1 In the body of the document is pointed out the procedure for monitoring the subjects such as corruption or violence against women, the country hands in the report and the others have the option to discuss the different issues. It is a peer assessment.
2 In case of crisis, it has tools to act upon key election processes or coups. Emphasizing that it does not have defense mechanisms and that they should be implemented for other kinds of severe deprivation of democratic order, as massive violations of Human Rights or arbitrary closure of the media.  
3 Improve the ability of the OAS to anticipate to democratic crisis. Prevention is the central axis. 
Attendees agreed that democracy must be guarded as a prevailing political system, without forgetting that it is always perfectible.

Several delegations expressed the importance that both, the OAS and each of the member countries, fulfill the necessary adjustments to advance in the social inclusion to achieve greater participation of different groups that not always are sufficiently heard, such as women, youth, natives, homosexuals, African descent and various social actors of Civil Society. 
Many Chancellors agreed in the necessity to establish a mechanism for assessing the state of democracy in the region, following peer review models, without being regarded as an aggression or interventionism.
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